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We have not won any victories, because a victory would 
mean the state, its agencies, and the corporations (who 
dictate to the state their agendas) would be begging the 
people to talk. They would be begging to negotiate and 
seek a resolution to our prolonged and sustained action. 

They would be worried about not making any more 
money. They would be worried about the flames erupting i 
all over the world in all their cities. They would be 
worried about their inventions of human destruction 
being set ablaze. They would be worried about us not 
paying them our hard earned money in the form of taxes. 

They would be worried that we have chosen to determine 
our own deaths and not allow our deaths to be ! 
determined by them. 

-Ali Khalid Abdullah, Fighting for A Better World- 
available through Black Star North. 
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NEW ENGLAND RESOURCES 

Lucy Parsons Center 
549 Columbus 
Boston, HA 02118 
(617) 267-6272 

anarchist bookstore and resource 
center 

Institute for Social Ecology 
1118 Maple Hill Road 
Plainfield, VT 05667 
(802) 454-8493 

classes and workshops in sustainable 
design, permaculture and organic 
agriculture techniques, and radical 
history and theory. 



FOOD NOT BOMBS 
PORTLAND 

Provides free vegetarian food 
and a casual social atmosphere 
every Sunday afternoon from 
about 1-3 pm in Monument 
Square, downtown Portland 
Maine. 


Flywheel Infoshop 
2 Holyoke ST 
Easthampton, MA 01027 
(413)527-9800 

Victory Gardens 
RFD 1 Box 6025 
Athens, ME 04912 

Radical gardening project works with 
urban community organizers to 
distribute free food. An outstanding 
revolutionary project. Volunteers 
welcome! 

WE DISTRIBUTE: 

$2- "Fighting For A Better 
World, Fighting For A 
Peaceful Life, Fighting To 
End All Forms Of 
Oppression" by (anarchist 
prisoner) Ali Khalid 
Abdullah. 

$3- "The LA Rebellion: 
Context of a Proletarian 
Uprising", Aufheben Group. 
Reprinted in pamphlet form 
by Black Star North. 

$5- "Living In A Dying 
World" by S.V. Cassette of 
pissed-off and emotional 
acoustic music from a 
Portland anarchist. All 
original recordings. 

Black Star North 
c/o Mutual Aid Portland 
PO Box 7328 
Portland, ME 04112 
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London WC1N 3XX 

www.geocjtiesxom/ CapitolHill/Lobb 

y/3909 


OPM-SG (Brighton) 
c/o 43 Gardner Street 
Brighton 
BN1 1 UN 
UK 

Support group for the Free Wert Papua 
Movement. Publish newsletter with 
updates on the movement. 

Magnetic Fields 
PO Box 50476 
Minneapolis, MN 55405 
www.MaeneticFields.nr f y 

Excellent Surrealist publication entitled 
Blue Feathers. 

WEBSITES 


Published "Eclipse and Re-Emergence 
of the Communist Movement" by 
Gilles Dauve' and Francois Martin. 
They also have an informative web-site 
with links to other little known Anti- 
State, Communist-Anarchist 

groups/publications. 

Midnight Notes 
PO Box 204 


www. i nfoshop.ore 
gateway to anarchy on the web 

w ww.ainfos.ca 

anarchist news from around the world 

www^westgapuamet 
website for the free West Papua 
movement 
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ARE WE SERIOUS? 


From the outset, one of our desires in creating this zine was 
to present a strong editorial stance. Many radical fanzines are a 
collection of articles with no editorial policy, which often leads 
to the airing of seemingly random viewpoints. Lost is a unifying 
theme among the articles presented, and an analysis of the 
articles themselves (if not written by the editors]) and how they 
relate to one another. This is not, however, meant to discredit 
the endeavors of other zine editors. Most independent 
publications deserve recognition for the time, effort, and money 
put into them, as well as for the relevance certain articles 
contained within may hold to some readers. Our intent in doing 
this zine, however, is to contribute to the development of 
practical revolutionary theory. 

Some may wonder from where the title “Black Star North" is 
derived. “Black Star North" is named after Red Star North, a 
leftist bookstore which existed in Portland during the early 
1970s. Among those who ran Red Star North, was Ray Luc 
Levasseur, a political prisoner who today sits in jail for his 
involvement in various clandestine guerrilla actions.* We 
decided on the name "Black Star North" because we liked how 
it sounded. 

Since publishing our first issue, the editors of the newspaper 
Claustrophobia (based in Baltimore) have expressed interest in 
writing an analysis of the recent Cincinnati riots for issue #3 of 
B/ac/c Star North. The Claustrophobia folks also publish books 
under the name SexPol Editions. They recently published the 
novel The East Is Black by Len Bracken; an excellent book 
descriptively detailing the tension between desire and ideology. 
It is highly recommended. They also plan to publish a book by 
anarchist prisoner, Shaka N'Zinga. Until then they have 
available in pamphlet form "a disjointed search for the will to 
live", one of the chapters from the forthcoming book. 
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Undercurrent 

c/o Brighton Unemployed Workers 
Centre 

4 Crestway Parade 
The Crestway 
HoIIingdean 
Brighton BN1 7BL, UK 
www.snpc.co.uk./undercurrent/direc 

t.html 

Anti-State Communism responsible for 
bunching many of (he debates (in the 
UK) surrounding the Anti- 
Globalization/Anti-Capitalist/Anarchist 
movement. Highly recommended for 
those involved in said respective 
movements. 

Claustrophobia 
PO Box 1721 
Baltimore, MD 21203 
www.charm.net/ -daustro 

A newspaper with a great class analysis 
often sorely lacking in the Anarchist 
"scene." Highly recommended. 

Venomous Butterfly Publications 
Killing King Abacus 
Willful Disobedience 
41 Sutter Street 
PMB 1661 

San Francisco, CA 94104 
www.geocities.com/kk_abacus 

Killing King Abacus is an excellent 
insurrectionary anarchist journal with a 
penetrating and totalizing analysis. 
Also has information/news related to 
direct action. Willful Disobedience 
contains some of the most biting , 
lucid, and critical essays in the US 
anarchist subculture. Each issue also 
contains news about/analysis of global 
action. 

Clamor 
PO Box 1225 
Bowling Green, OH 43402 
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Anarchy: A Journal of Desire Armed 
c/o CAL Press 
PO Box 1 446 

Columbia, MO 65205-1446 

Contains great analysis and a lively 
letters section. Also an alternative 
publishing company. 

Alternative Press Review 
c/o AAL Press 
PO BOX 4710 
Arlington, VA 22204-4710 

Every issue contains reprints of articles 
from alternative press/small press 
publications. We encourage you to 
check this out if only for the editorial 
column. 

Green Anarchy 
Black Clad Messenger 
PO Box 11331 
Eugene, OR 97440 

A-News 
PO Box 30557 
Athens 10033 
Greece 

A newsletter chronicling resistance in 
Greece. 

Resistance 

Journal of the Earth Liberation Front 
Press Office 
PO Box 4783 
PDX, OR 97208 

The Northeastern Anarchist 
Magazine of the Northeastern 
Federation of Anarcho-Coniniunists 
PO Box 230685 
Boston, MA 02123 

Locsl magazine with good coverage of 
international news. 














CONTACTS 


The ruling ideas of every epoch are 
the ideas of the ruling class 
-Karl Marx 



PRISONER SUPPORT / LEGAL AID 

Anarchist Prisoners Legal Aid 
Network 

818 SW 3 rd AVE 
PMB #354 
Portland, OR 97204 

Anarchist Black Cross- Philadelphia 
4722 Baltimore Ave 
Philadelphia, PA 19143 

Political Prisoners of War Coalition 
PO Box 554 
Lincoln, MA01773 

DISTROS / PUBLISHERS 

DMM Distro 
PO Box 17838 
Clearwater, FL 33762 

DIY ("do-it-yourself,") distro with an 
impressive selection of interesting and 
obscure titles on various subjects. 

AK Press 
PO Box 40682 
San Francisco, CA 94140 
www.akpress.org 

HUGE selection of books, pamphlets, 
and music pertaining to various 
relevant issues. 


Autonomedia 
PO Box 568 
Williamsbug Station 
Brooklyn, NY 11211 
www.autonomedla.org 

Publisher of radical books and 
literature 

South Chicago ABC Zine Distro 
PO Box 721 
Homewood, IL 60430 

Distributes many lines related to 
political prisoners 

Black And Red 
PO Box 02374 
Detroit, Ml 48202 

Publisher of many important and 
radical pamphlets and books. 

ZINES / 10URNALS 

Do or Die 
c/o Prior House 
6 Tilbury Place 

Brighton, East Sussex BN2 2GY, UK 
www.ecoaaton.org 

Aufheben Journal 
c/o Brighton Unemployed Workers 
Centre 

4 Crestway Parade 
The Crestway 
Hollingdean 

Brighton BN1 7BL, UK 
http://lists.village.virginla.edu/~spo 

ons/aut html/auf 1 edlt.htm 

Insightful and often times accurate 
assessment of capitalism, its resistance, 
and their own involvement in such 
struggles. From an Anti-State 
Communist Marxist perspective with 
an incredible commitment to 
theoretical rigor. 
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Claustrophobia / SexPol Editions may be reached through the 
address listed in our "contacts" section. 

We at Black Star North have also reprinted, in pamphlet 
form, the essay "Fighting For A Better World, Fighting For A 
Peaceful Life, Fighting To End All Forms Of Oppression" by 
anarchist prisoner All Khalid Abdullah. Ali is correct when he 
writes in this essay, "We have not won any victories." Despite 
Jhe^many reforms "won" over the years by liberals and other 
partisans of social democracy, the Earth today is in worse shape 
than at any other point in history. Many are beginning to realize 
that these reforms were in many cases nothing more than 
capitalisms recuperation of actual revolutionary social 
movements. In this way, capital and the state were able (and 
continue to be able) to absorb its opposition while continuing its 
death march of exploitation and control. 

Confronted with the prospect of ecological meltdown and 
the eclipse of humanity by the progress of computer technology 
and genetic engineering, we are forced to ask ourselves— are we 
: serious? Do we really want to destroy this society, or are we 
! Content confined to the comfortable ghettos of anarchism and 
activism? Do we want social revolution, or merely another 
exclusive sub-culture? Do we want a world radically different 
from the one we are forced to inhabit, or are we content with 
slight changes to the character of this society? If we are serious 
we must not shy away from forming a full analysis based in 
knowledge of history, theory, and our own experiences. We 
must apply this knowledge in our daily struggles against capital 
and the state. Without a theoretical understanding, we are left 
acting blindly, while simultaneously neglecting to analyze 
(without rhetoric) the weaknesses and pitfalls of our current 
revolutionary projects. This zine is one attempt to develop this 
undeistanding. We look forward to your correspondence and 

hope to establish a network of similarly minded individuals and 
collectives. 

*Ray may be contacted via Ray Luc Levasseaur / #10376-016 / United States 
Penitentiary / Box PMB / 601 McDonough BLVD., S.E. / Atlanta, Georgia 30315 



















Let's build quiet armies friends, let's march on their 
glass towers, let's build fallen cathedrals and make 

impractical plans... Interested parties should contact us 
at: 

Black Star North 
C/O Mutual Aid Portland 
PO BOX 7328 
Portland, ME 04112 

blackstarnorth@yahoo.com 


DEPRESSED, INSANE, AND 
EMOTIONALLY FUCKED UP 

Coping with Today's Society 

The nature of insanity is open to debate. 

The notion of insanity protects the state! 

-Red Monkey 

There are a growing number of insane people these days. More 
and more people in industrial societies such as the one in which we live are 
committing suicide and abusing mind-altering drugs. More and more 
people are getting prescriptions for anti-depressant medications. More 
and more people are going on murderous shooting sprees in high schools, 
churches, offices, and fast-food restaurants. Why? Are these people just 
suffering from some sort of hormonal imbalance? Are they genetic 
deviants? Natural born fuck-ups? Or did their parents just raise them 
improperly? Why are more and more people depressed, insane, or 
otherwise emotionally fucked-up? 

The excuses are lies. The widespread cynicism and emotional 
distress exhibited by the members of this society cannot be blamed on a 
genetic flaw. Geneticists hope t o get rich som e day by "curing" insanity 
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Life becomes inseperable from creational destruction detached 
from the endless exchange and production capital imposes. A life 
for realizing innermost desires nascent; creational destruction and 
destructional creation; of a sheer urge and longing for contact long 
severed by the imposition of the pseudo community of the work¬ 
place, buy/sell relationships, the imposition of computer screens, 
and the illusion of participatory "democracy". 

A life sanctified in a commitment to the utter ruins of that 
which exists and the creation of relations free of the reigns of 
capitalist inscribed value and manipulation. 

Beauty exists, but only if we make it blossom and become an 
unstoppable tidal wave strong enough to flood the misery and 
impoverished existence engendered by the machinations of capital. 
Flying free from the wreckage, we recognize our repressed 
consciousness and become aware of self, world, and other. We 
create a new life out of the hollow shell of the old and actualize 
our dormant desires; long repressed by those seeking to crush and 
weigh down all that is a sincere manifestation of our true selves. 
























/ must see something new and investigate it. I wish to taste dark 
water crack,ng trees, to see wild air, to stare at rotting fences how 

fnT ^ r 'T' t0 , liea ' young blrctl groves and quivering leaves, / want 

minr lg ) tand 5Un ' t0 en]oy wet green evenin 8 va/es, to sense the 
goldfish shining, to see white clouds forming. I want to talk to 

lowers. To look at the grass, rose■ coloured people, old dignified 
lurches to hear small cathedrals speaking: then I will form 
beautiful coloured areas. -Egon Schiele 



//sharl<s .circling, circling.while shopping. 
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(social deviance) with Frankenstein-like genetic engineering technology 
Psychologists and the author's of New Age self-help books make money 
convincing people that the victims are responsible for their own misery 
’ocus on ie good tilings in life, they say- the positive aspects of your 
pathetic J0 b and meaningless existence as a wage-slave. After all, you are 
‘ ah ye, right. Bullshit. The source of the mass of our suffering is 
external. Our misery grows from living in a divided, deeply alienating 
world- a world of virtual reality and spiritual poverty- where profits are 
more important than people and nature is disregarded- where 
technological progress" rolls on triumphantly, and any form of (real) 
community was demolished long ago. 

People are in denial. They are too scared to acknowledge the true 
source of this society's rampant "insanity". Most people have been 
coerced and manipulated into a state of what anarchist political prisoner, 
kob los Ricos Thaxton*, calls "imposed imbecility". The institutions of 
the state and capital enforce this. Schools, prisons, work, the military, the 
police social service programs, and the corporate mass media all 
contribute to this incredible brain-washing scheme. They force us to 
depend upon them. They tell us that the way we live today is the best way 
to live. They tell us that we have reached the pinnacle of human existence- 
- t e height of civilization. They tell us that there is no alternative. We 
must obey. Those who refuse are insane. 

^ ut w ^° * s realJ y insane? Those deemed so by the state’ The 
hyperactive" child who would rather play in the sun and grass than sit 
still in a desk all day listening to her stuffy teacher lecture about math and 
grammar? The "insubordinate" factory worker who despises his job on 
the assembly line, and longs to be appreciated as more than a mere 

a soul-less machine? No. The truly insane are those who 
conform to this sickening society without questioning~Tts' deep-rooted 
oppression. Those who seek nothing more from life than the monotony of 

their daily routines. Those who have so deeply internalized the feelings of 
alienation inflicted upon them by this society, that they have come to 
accept these feelings as their own. Those who believe resistance to be 
futile, and even undesirable. The "hard worker", the "good student", the 
"rehabilitated criminal", the "model citizen": these are this society's true 
nutcases.____ 

















In reality, those often labeled "insane" or "depressed" are some of 
the only sane people left in this world. It makes sense that a growing 
number of people feel dissatisfied with school, or work, or with their lives 
in general. Freedom is being stolen from us. We may not understand it 
intellectually, but we can feel it. We feel lonely, incomplete, unfulfilled. 
Meaningful social relationships and interactions with the natural world are 
becoming extinct-- as the Prison Industrial Complex of the Soul 
extinguishes them. Sane people do not feel comfortable with this. They 
express their discontent in various subtle and not-so-subtle ways. Maybe 
some day the remaining sane people will decide to collectively rebel 
against and overthrow this insane social order. Maybe some day people 
live in a world where a deep sanity, rooted in a love of the Earth and 
humanity, will flourish wildly... 

‘Check out Rob's zine "Rob The Rich" available through Given Anarchy, in our contact section. 

Disconnected from the real issues of existence, we distrust 
our instincts, sublimate our primal passion, control our 
I lusts and bury them in diversionary amusements. We 
abdicate responsibilty for our opinions and tranquilize 
j ourselves with television. Silently we suffer a loss of , 
! intimacy. Feeling no sense of community we trust no ally. 
Having reduced love and death to a videotape spectator 
sport, we lose touch with our own mortality, yet fear the 
threat of sudden, random violence enough to sacrifice real 
liberty for perceived safety. 

-Barret John Erickson 
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Declaration of the Surrealists on the Andy Warhol Retrospective at the 
Chicago Art Institute, June 1989 

POINT-BLANK 

Homage to Valerie Solanas 

A hundred and eighty-one years ago William Blake warned us against 
certain artists who the ruling class "Hired to Depress Art.” Today capital 
and its state monopolize Art itself while stifling all free expression. 
Contemporary society is one huge prison, and it comes as no surprise that 
the various celebrities of the Art Market are guards armed with stun-guns 
and tear-gas. 

Avowedly racist and sexist, a devout Catholic, professional flatterer of 
corporate complacency, apologist for imperialism and every other form of 
exploitation and degradation, Andy Warhol exemplifies the sort of scum 
that rises to the top in this intolerably miserabilist society. The stinking 
corpse of this rich toady--the Richard Nixon of Modern Art, who boasted 
that his greatest ambition was to make himself a machine-remains the 
perfect embodiment of today’s official culture. 


Never having had the chance to spit in Warhol’s face when he was alive, 
we take this opportunity to spit on his memory, on all his work, on all his 
admirers, and especially on all those curators, critics and other highly paid 
liars who have managed to convince a certain number of people that this 
putrid non-entity was and is actually of some importance. 

Some day- and sooner than you think! -we shall have the pleasure of 
trampling and pissing on Warhol’s loathsome representation of 
commodities, on the ruins of this whole stinking social structure founded on 
the fetishism of commodities. 


Meanwhile, if some of us take the trouble to show at these disgusting 
funerals of yours, the joke’s still on you, isn’t it? As Daffy Duck would say, 
"It is to laugh!” 



■■ *.r 


The Surrealist Group fP 

Chicago June 1989 
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THE WRITING ON THE WALL 


crossing the street you are captured by the gaze of security cameras- 
he empty houses, boarded up, nobody allowed to use them-the street 
u of speeding cars-every where you go you got to pay in order to be 
there-the parks are trashed-huge warehouses, factories, schools all 
sorts of buildings rot a little more with each rain-you and me we 
stufted in tight row houses and when you look up on your way to the 
bus stop all’s you can see is billboard ads. 

in a huge world of possibility we are constantly confined by private 
property... 3 F 

a thousand guarded walls keep us on the job, on the sidewalk, in front 
of the tv. a thousand clocks keep us in a planet-wide coordination of 
iratlic flows, tv programming, leisure scheduling, and childhood 
processing, a thousand illusions, a thousand borders fence us off, 

ience us in. and if you refuse it, there’s always a thousand cops to 
come after you. r 

roaming the streets, blowing-off life in a cell, hopping fences & 
walls, walking train lines, ducking cops, busting through boarded up 
doors & windows-talking back to industrial wasteland with stolen 
paint seeking out the forbidden view of this world-seize the 
abandoned, some room to really live-the city is too quiet & 
compliant, but someday it will be the land of the people uprisen. 

graffiti is only a backward cast shadow of tomorrows’ insurrection, 
graffiti is the first hints of a premonition of a sweet dream waking 
you up from a nightmare, and of a nightmare for those who can only 
live by dominating others cause everything will be lost to them, not 

just the walls anymore, we will take it all. graffiti is the writing on 
the wall. b 

■From Claustrophobia newspaper. 
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SPACE: ITS ENCLOSURE BY 
CAPITAL AND THE STATE 


Marx made a thorough analysis of the production process as an 
exploitation of labor, but he made only cursory and reluctant comments about 
the prerequisite for capitalist production, about the initial capital that made 
the process possible. Without the initial capital, there could have been no 
investments, no production no great leap forward. This prerequisite was 
analyzed by the early Soviet Russian marxist Preobrazhensky who 
borrowed several insights from the Polish marxist Rosa Luxemburg to 
formulate his theory of primitive accumulation. By primitive, Preobrazhensky 
meant the basement of the capitalist edifice, the foundation, the prerequisite. 
This prerequisite cannot emerge from the capitalist production process itself, 
if that process is not under way. It must, and does, come from outside the 
production process. It comes from the plundered colonies. It comes from 
the expropriated and exterminated populations of the colonies. In earlier 
■ days, when there were no overseas colonies, the first capital, the prerequisite 
for capitalist production, had been squeezed out of internal colonies, out of 
plundered peasants whose lands were enclosed and requisitioned, out of 
expelled Jews and Muslims whose possessions were expropriated. 

The primitive or preliminary accumulation of capital is not something 
j that happened once, in the distant past, and never after. It is something that 
continues to accompany the capitalist production process, and is integral part 

of . Without an ongoing primitive accumulation of capital, the production 

| process would stop; each crisis would tend to become permanent. 

-Fredy Perlman 1 

Introduction 

The spatial dimension to the current phase of capitalist globalization 
is not as easy to categorize as public physical space vs. private physical 
space. A sma ll number of excellent essays have been written, particularly in 
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the publication Killing King Abacus as well as essays by the'Midnight Notes ]’ 
Collective and in a less explicit way the writings of Jacques Camatte and 
Fredy Perlman, related to the varied elements capital and state utilize to 
expand accumulation and increase control. In other words, these essays 
and authors have examined in a multi-faceted way, the means which capital 
and state employ to physically enclose our bodies and social space, while 
also analyzing the way capital seeks to constrain our imagination, desires, 
and our very ability to interact. 

This essay is dedicated to fostering a deeper understanding of the 
transformation of space as a totality. Perhaps an essay on one of these 
elements would have sufficed, but we thought if examined from a totalizing { 
perspective, it would help people to better understand the spatial dimension 
as an essential element of capital expansion. Additionally, I hope that people 
do their own research to allow a continually evolving and developing 
understanding of spatial enclosure. After all, capital is constantly re¬ 
establishing itself in different forms, while its content of course remains the 
same. Our understanding should be as updated as that of capital 

The Global North and Global South 

.. .the fact is that the earth is becoming a space station and millions are 
already living in space- colon y conditions: no oxygen to breathe, limited social 
/physical contact, a desexualized life, difficulty of communication, lack of sun ~j 
and green.... even the voices of the migrating birds are missing 2 . 

-Midnight Notes Collective 

The little public and free space (including our minds, genes and ' 
biology), within the current phase of capital expansion and state control, is 
increasingly becoming transformed into a controlled space designed for the 
production, sale, and consumption of commodities. As capital assumes 
increased commodification and privatization of once semi-public and free 
space— including that of our very being— many of the poor and working class 
in the global north and global south are facing alienation and control in 
different ways. With the continued process of capital accumulation, however, 
many are coming to experience it in not such an easily differentiated way! 
Parts of Philadelphia, for instance, are literally living in conditions one would ' 
assign as third world squalor. For ease of analysis, we have attempted to 
assess in a generalized way, how different spatial regions around the world 
are experiencing the current phase of capitalist globalization. 

ll 

Enclosure Then and Now 

In his three-volume work, Capital, Marx wrote about the enclosures 
that occurred in parts of Europe during the transition from an agriculturally 
based, common land economy. He described the process thusly: "The 
spoliation of the church’s property, the fraudulent alienation of the State 
domains, the robbery of the common lands, the usurpation of feudal and clan 
property, and its transformation into modem private property under 
circumstances of reckless terrorism, were just so many idyllic methods of 
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graffiti artist becomes social in its reappropriation of private space 

Marne CoHege of Art (MECA), darling of Portland, is concerned 
with molding its students to fit the function of art producers. 

s,uden,s how to Produce profitable art its function is to 
stifle the creative process in its focus upon producing for profit This is 
not surprising seeing as how the school itself is attended by many 
spoiled upper class brats whose primary interest is making a livinq 
from the art products they produce. The function of MECA thus 
serves to keep art from actually escaping from the canvas-in other 

^°.-. dS i aCtually ceasin 9 to be and becoming real. Thus MECA like all 
institutions seeks to further the divide between product and process, 
art'st and society, while what is necessary is an active supersession of 
al such categories. Creating, imagining, and making reality- 
through a refusal of our narrow role as artists in particular and roles in 
general- a reality so real that it tears and finally destroys the canvas 
of specialized "artists", and their "art". 

In the face of such our project should consist of communication, 
theory, and action in utter defiance against this social order, which 
would assign paltry roles for us to live our lives through. This defiance 
should be collective when possible and individually through our own 
subversive thoughts, actions, and discussion. With continued 
interaction perhaps we can one day cease to define ourselves in 
terms of roles this social order assigns to us and instead revel, know 
and explore each other as unique, differentiated human beings. 
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stale lifeless buildings remnin Th^ k « ° S been covered U P and 
aesthetically, it shows a lot mom n ^ am n ° f ° b ' 9 fan of 9 raffiti 
that which exists in stale “artZL 9 ,S ' ® m ° ,,on ' and bravado than 
private building into that o a social \ ^ ,r ° ns / ormati °n of a once 
subverts the logic of ZiN rw ? ^ '° free one ‘ s creativity 
being displayed within the mnf ,S ,S f° ° s,ron 9 er than art merely 
the SesS both disImSe f ! d privale “*"9- 'his way 

— 1 . J as s s a B s c assa d 



me necessary supply for a free and outlawed Droletariat 1,3 tk^ m 

igfSTSl 

will c^erfh^ow^capita^andTreat^ada's^ss society consc ' ousness 

Th^Hvi”' 0 " ° f ' hlS WWk 10 assessin 9 the Haussmannization of architecture 3 
Th is Haussmannization entailed the wholesale destruction of narrow s e„u 

i wh,cl1 w f a h attempt to hall the construction of barricades Pa s had "eln 

' narrow 1 TV" 1830 ^ a " ol ^ ™ seen peopte urging toe 
narrow streets as a means by which to build barricades. When Haussmann 

1 ^ ZT 7 18 ? he completed the P rocess of enclosing narrow streets 

barricades 9 also furth e red W t h Ch f Wh ' le mak ' n9 '* increasin 9'y difficult to build 
fhi n2 d S* ! ^ urthered the atomization of the working class by destrovino 

people 9 ^'^s o 0 ro S ce a s n s d n f nC,a ? S fr6qUented by P °° r and the workfng Jass 

hpples down toZ!nH enclosure was on e °f intense dislocation, which 
ripples down to the enclosures occurring in the global south. 

The Global South 

K ns^rf^ “s: riri*r xi sssr 

^oLa r ynZt?or D |n S |hrr 0m f S f t0 the City ‘° be met wi,h forced 

only to be met with the bruteforce orthe^SdeTpatmf ' 66 immiseration - 

impossible to flee theTmpoverislfmeni ' S der ® 9ulated 11 becomes virtually 
corporations. Tighter borders thus sereT^i capi,aKsl Institutions and 
movement of the poor In this sense '? 9redien, ln ,he res,ricted 

areuhdtoewodd^eare toched up. con^Ssed 0 SS 
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-T- - u,c t JOVJ ' ei " u worKh.j uass are restricted from free 

movement. 

More generally, this attack against the poor is part of the always- 
continuing process of capital accumulation. Thus, the poor and workinq 
class are continually exploited, while capital can continue its plunder. 

The Global North 

ranitai ]hnu f* ^ onym ° us victims of the rising organic composition of 
capital, they find themselves unemployed (often for the young this means 

there is no possibility for them to enter the global productive process), they ' 
e f ?°compulsion to organize against a specific antagonist. The enemy 
which has victimized them is not any capitalist in particular but capitalist 
society as whole which they perceive more or less confusedly. , 

-Negation, No. 3 5 

The necessity of capital to retool does not mean it leaves the reqion 1 
from which it physically exploited. As Fredy Perlman pointed out in the 
above passage the process of capital accumulation continues today Of 

2L U 2 8 -i h t P , hy ^ C r' enc,osure of the earth and its inhabitants continues in 
the North but with little space left to exploit capital has set out to enclose and 
commodify the inner recesses of our bodies, minds and the natural world 

Thus, our bodies and the natural world become the testing grounds 
for genetic engineering, cloning, and various forms of biological manipulation. ' 
In this way, capitalist technology has moved from pesticides to genetic 
engineering. The actual composition of the innards of the plant have been 
engineered with isolated genes from other plants and even animals, to allow ; 
its outer physical structure to endure excessive dousing of chemicals-thus ’ 
being manufactured into fully engineered plant where its characteristics as a 
differentiated plant are erased. 

"Today all urban space is watched, controlled, patrolled, feared ' 
dtstrusted, perpetually threatened. In the name of security, it has gradually 
reached the point of the creation of an absolute technological-military prison. 
One can say that this long war will cease in order to abandon its place to a 
ind of monstrous prison is an extreme form of 'necessary' protection. And 
this is happening under a democracy that tries to appear powerless under 
the egalitarian rhetoric with which it cloaks itself, to prevent- since this is what 
it wants and needs in order to conserve itself - every city of its dreams from 
becoming a maximum security prison space (thus without respite) where the 
circulation of individuals resembles the circling of the prisoners'round and 
round that courtyard with the high windowless walls where the poor 
exhausted footsteps resound in cadence." 6 

Similarly, the means utilized lately by the state to control its subjects 
here in the North (and the South in a similar way) are felt through physical 
means, however, its means have become more subtle and ominous. 
Surveillance-- in designated semi-public and private spaces, monitorinq 
devices for ex-prison inmates on parole, retina scanning, iris scanning ' 
computerized biometrics- are all utilized as identification systems to keep 
criminals" locked into the prison structure. As Killing King Abacus states in 
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THE ART QUESTION 

“We had a dim premonition that power-mad gangsters would one 
day use art itself as a way of deadening men's minds" -Hans Arp 

Having lived in Portland. Maine on and off for the last year I have 
observed and experienced the elitism and commodification of 
"artists" and "artwork". Portland being something of a renowned 
"art" enclave is generally known for Maine College of Art assorted 
galleries and general "hipness" has become a place of refuge for 
some of the most stale, barren, and unimaginative "artists" and 
"artwork". Outside of this context there are some artists and artwork, 
who and which manage to transcend the mundane art existing 
here in Portland. 

There are many art galleries here in Portland. Without 
comprehensively analyzing the role of the art gallery in maintaining 
the social edifice, I will attempt to sketch a rough picture of its role. 
The role of the art gallery serves in seeking to commodify art so the 
process of creation is turned into product. In other words, art as a 
creative and affirmative act has become a mere relic one hangs on 
the wall without a connection to lived everyday experience and 
observation. The artist fails to supercede art by neglecting to make 
the imaginative real. 

Under the present social order one is expected to pay a price for 
everything that exists. The art gallery serves this function quite well in 
its continual accumulation of works of "art". The piece is given on 
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lipping through the pages of Northeastern Anarchist and other NEFAC 
i erature, we found it difficult to figure out exactly what it is NEFAC stands 
for. Such publications seem to consist (as can be seen in the quote in the 

S pa ^ 9 ,Sf h of this essa Y) of rhetori c and played-out revolutionary 
cliches, with little content or actual critical analysis. NEFAC also tends to 
embrace he revolutionary theory of Peter Kropotkin and other anarchists 

S tl i S ~ Garly 190 ° S - WhHe SOme of these writin 9 s maintain 
their relevance, they need to be updated to address the vast changes 

nfhcted upon society by capitalism, industry, and the state over the past 

d ° so ' NEFAC remains clln9in9 to the ami9uated 

Among NEFAC, several collectives are assigned roles such as "General 
Secretariat- English," "General Secretariat- Francophone," and 
International Secretariat." We are bewildered as to what practical 
purpose these groups serve. They seem to create an unnecessary division 
of labor and a possible tendency towards hierarchies. It appears to us that 
the primary activities of NEFAC are concerned with perpetuating its 

ederation, rather than encouraging and participating in actual autonomist 
class struggle. 

Having said that we do not seek rivalry with NEFAC, we nonetheless 
encourage correspondence and reciprocation with groups and individuals 
interested in ideas similar to those presented in this publication. Thus we 
arent proposing the establishment of another federation, but a series of 
relations and informal networks. We look forward to hearing from others 
that thlS essay wil1 encoura 9 e critical thought within the 



Everything tends to make us believe that there exists a certain point of the 
mind at which life and death, the real and the imagined, past and future, the 

communicable and incommunicable, high and low, ceased to be perceived as i 
contradictions. 


-Andre Breton 



their article entitled “Fixed Abodes”: “This leads us towards a world which 
according to the system, the most valuable thing about the human body is 
the digital data which is provides." 7 This illustrates the means which the 
state utilizes to continue its domination. In this way, capital needs the state 
to continue its process of accumulation. 

Conquering The Space Of Our Imagination 

In a like vein, our very personalities, tastes, desires, and emotions 
are being commodified to fit the impersonality of capital. Jacques Camatte 
assessed this phenomenon as capital penetrating “....thought, 
consciousness, and thus destroying human beings such as they have been 
produced by centuries of class society. Their loss of substance is the loss of 

their former being, which capital has pumped out of them. it must now 

conquer imagination." In other words, capital having achieved almost 
complete domination over our physical body and social space has sought to 
conquer our imagination. 

The space of our imagination becomes a cesspool of mass produced 
images, commodities too expensive to purchase, a life and imagination we 
can buy through cinema, television and so forth. Similarly, the jobs offered to 
us are largely in the service sector where we are forced to appear (in dress 
and appearance) as the role of actor. We are forced to wear a smile as our 
job is to serve “our” customers. A uniform is part of the actor apparel as well. 
Our uniformity of dress accords with the uniformity of our acted personalities. 
Just as many of the commodities for sale on the market are largely 
disposable junk, so to is the service industry worker. Most service industry 
jobs are employment at will where the corporation can dispose of the worker 
as one would dispose of worthless commodities. 

Resistance To The New Spatial Reorganization of Capital 

With the growth of the Anti-Globalization movement- a movement of 
many different ideas, tactics, and visions of which anarchists and anti¬ 
capitalists play a small, but strong part in- there has been a heightened 
awareness of the effects related to the current moment in capital and state 
restructuring. This movement is international in scope, while many, however, 
fail to see the connection between the north and south. This essay has 
attempted to link these spatial regions together, by illustrating the means by 
which the state will continue its domination and capital will continue its 
plunder. 

The recent string of protests against finance capital, such as those 
against the WTO, IMF, World Bank, and the FTAA signify people are willing 
to fight capitalism (or for some simply globalization.). Though not without 
their share of problems, the protests surrounding these meetings have 
proven there is a fertile terrain on which to fight. However, with the focus 










upon financial meetings occurring on specific days this can lead to~one~ 
merely attending these protests, while neglecting to realize that financial 
capital is merely one of the strong ways in which today’s phase of capital 
manifests itself. The other means by which capital manifests itself have been 
taken on in this essay, but others of course exist as well. Gentrification, on 
the job control and manipulation, homelessness, and so on are all further 
manifestations of capital colluding with the state in different ways to keep the 
always continuing process of capital accumulation barreling forth. 

As for more regional resistance many examples exist. The Free 
West Papua movement against the enclosure of their land and their very 
livelihood, and the South Korea n autoworkers fighting militantly against 
capital and state are two current examples. A few years ago the Mission 
Yuppie Eradication Project in San Francisco was active in trying to create a 
movement against rising rents and increased gentrification. The campaign 
against genetically modified organisms in food in the UK laid the ground for 
subsequent resistance against GMO’s here in the US (particularly in the form 
of sabotage). The list goes on. 

A few years ago here in Portland, the struggle for space took the 
form amongst a group of mostly street kids known as "the undesirables". 
Catering to businesses and tourists, the cops attempted to forbid young 
people from hanging out on Exchange Street during the busy summer tourist 
season. Exchange Street is the tourist shopping district of an increasingly 
gentrified Portland. The focus of this group consisted of drawing atjention to 
the lack of social space available for young people to meet and interact- as 
well as making a degree of inconvenience for businesses and cops. The 
group has since disbanded due to certain tactics utilized by some 
participants- some making themselves self-appointed spokespersons for this 
largely self-defined group. Unfortunately, the potential of such has yet to be 
fully realized. 


Control Of Capital By The State 

Within the broad movement against globalized capital, many have 
come to embrace the state as means by which to control the movement of 
capital in general, and its corporations and its financial institutions in 
particular. This faulty logic has lead many to petition the state “demanding” 
laws restricting the movement of capital across borders. If such a law ever 
went into effect it could only lead to increased control of the poor and 
workers. Capital, working hand in hand with the state, would make sure that 
such a law would work to the advantage of business, and finance, and to the 
detriment of the poor and the working class. Historically, the role of the state 
is not one of friend. As witnessed in the self-avowed communist countries of 
the former USSR, the state in its acquisition of the means of production will 
use land, labor, and capital in a similar manner private capital makes use of 
it. The USSR was a state capitalist regime where the means of production 
were controlled by the state, while the population was forcibly subservient to 
the elitist party bureaucracy. It is unfortunate some anarchists have fallen 
into the trap of declaring that the professed “rights" of nation-states have 
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is zine), is an organization of revolutionaries from the northeastern 

aXhism Th, f T"? Wh ° idenUfy With the communist tradition within 
anarchism. The federation is organized around the principles of theoretical 

coherence, tactical unity, collective responsibility, and federalism and our 

activities include study and theoretical development, anarcS'aJtatbn 

and propaganda, and intenrention within the class struggle." This consists 

the No^? h n ° n ' hlerarCh i Cal federation of collectives from throughout 

n ih P MFpfr W Tf erC t0 8 Set 0f rules and P rinci P |es outlined 
in the NEF AC constitution. According to their web-page, a collective 

Lt. d f '"Joining NEFAC mast "send a tetter of written requeTt of 
adhesion to the coordinating committee." This step is followed by a series 

correspondence, etc. admi " iStratiVe procedures: voting, review, further 

In researching this critique, we found the NEFAC organization to be 
even more bureaucratic, confusing, and seemingly incoherent than we 
originally expected. Reading through their federation's policies was almost 
as interesting as filing our yearly federal tax forms 

Our primary critique of NEFAC is their highly bureaucratic structure. 
We think anarchist organizations should be reflective of the society thev 
; are striving to actualize. Having grown up amidst the alienation of an 
; already bureaucratic and impersonal society, we have no interest in 
i maintaining bureaucratic structures once this society is destroyed 
Therefore we find NEFAC's insistence on the use of heavily beurocratic 

organizational models to be incompatible with the society we wish to 
create. 


- -an auiicienLe to ine laeoioqv 

of anarcho-communism." Without going into great detail (for such a topic 
could be the subject of a whole other essay) we wish to provide a brief 
critique of this ideology as it is presented by NEFAC. 
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(8) Ahhougb .o talk about 'pacif.sm as pathology' really misses the point (see Do or Die #8, review 

'disease Italms to'cgrev'^ ^ Pr ° P ° Sed remed,eS * *" “ « - 

oliir h-H b 'r m ‘I" 01 ' he ' Undem ° Cra,lc ' nature ° f the Direct Action Network. If the majority of 
To J these rules, this meant that there was already an agreement as to their content. 

obviously wrong Wa$ ^ 9UideMneS ' Whkh pr * Ven,ed P e °P |e fr ° m «*l"9 violence Is ' 

IZLZV'T '"I! and ,T emely Sad '° See * he WaV in Whkh 5 °- 60 •-“-authoritarian' ? 

(tro st s, mini-conference in order to exclude the one member of the 

to b s . r 77 ' PrOCe “ Whkh WaS jUS,i " ed U,ef ° n W,th the ctaim .ha, 'we don', wan, 

Mayday ” ‘' 0bVi0,JS,V • aCC ° rdin9 *° ,h ' ina ' ch,S,S ' ,ha ' was a ,ike, V of 



Why We're Not Members of NEFAC 

Some thoughts on Anarchist Organization 


We would like to start this out by emphasizing that we have no desire 
to seek rivalry with the Northeastern Federation of Anarcho-Communists * 
(NEFAC). In fact, we sympathize with the intentions of many of its 
members. As anarchists, we share two fundamental aims: the abolition of 
capitalism and the state. Such agreement on certain principles, however/ 
does not render anarchist ideologies and organizations (such as NEFAC) 
immune to critique. 4l 


been dissolved, thus meaning the state itself must intervene to protect its 
sovereignty. The state needs to be destroyed along with capital and the 
social relations it produces. 


Closing Remarks 

The questions of space, physical enclosure and internalized 
enclosure, are historical and present day sights of contention. We only hope 
these sights of enclosure will be continually contested by the poor and the 
working class. As demonstrated, resistance to such enclosure is as 
international as capital and the state. Through continued interaction 
internationally our links can become stronger than the superficial links tying 
capital together. Perhaps such a linkage will lead to an insurrection that 
seeks to destroy with ferocity and passion the reigning socio-economic order. 
Such a rupture necessitates a total leveling of this utterly malignant system of 
control and alienation. At this point of rupture, the space of our bodies, 
minds, and physical social world will finally be free to fully explore the 
wondrous lush fields of our imagination. 
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Tribal War NOT National Liberation 

"Flag raisings" and "independence movements" have become burning songs lately 
in West Papua. Then people might ask, "Do they want a nation state called West 
Papua?" The answer is of course "Nein!" We instead want to be left alone as we 
have been and as we are. It does not matter if we are regarded as primitives. The 
struggle to free West Papua is not to take away one government and then replace is 
with a new government. We do not want to administer ourselves the capitalists 
"profit-making". It is a struggle between modern society and tribal people. It is a 
struggle between an ecologically harmonious life and an environmentally 
exploitative one.' 

- From OPM/TPN Communique 1/12/99 

As eco-anarchists we in OPM SG (Brighton) do not support 'national liberation' 
struggles. This is not ideological nit-picking. Most of the population of this earth live 
in countries 'liberated' by the struggles of the anti-colonial wave. Millions of 
courageous workers and peasants sacrificed themselves for their 'nation's liberation'. 
Mostly all that was gained was the freedom to be oppressed and exploited by an 
emerging native managerial class. 'National liberation' builds nation states while 
obscuring pre-existing and emerging class antagonisms with the ideology of 
nationalism. Indonesia itself was forged in the heat of a guerilla war of national 
liberation against the Dutch and Japanese. ! 

Often radicals in western countries project onto a 3rd world movement an 
image that is largely a reflection of their own ideologies not the aspirations of the 
movement itself. For understandable reasons of survival and diplomacy many 3rd 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
world organisations help this situation by either saying different things to different 
groups or remaining vague enough to be all things to all people. Is this the case with I 
West Papua? 

Papua's mountains and jungles have shaped one of the most diverse people 
on earth. The million or so West Papuans constitute less than 0.1% of the worlds 
population but account for up to 25% of all known languages. Some tribes live far 
from civilisation (literally meaning the culture of cities') carving out a subsistence 
lifestyle. Others live in or near the Indonesian created towns and roads and have seen 
their land destroyed by mining, logging, and oil exploration. In some places 
missionaries have made Papuans reject their culture and traditional (un)dress while in 
others the godbotherers still get attacked if they try to spread the 'good news'. 

15 . 


Part of the 'anti-globalisation' ideology of the direct action movement is the 
focus on its consequences on the 'underdeveloped' countries, an effect of which is the 
fuelling of uncritical support for liberation movements in the third world, a practice 
reminiscent of leninist babble. The struggle of the Zapatistas in Mexico, the landless 
peasants in Brazil, maoist guerrillas in Tibet etc., all have received enthusiastic and 
uncritical support, justified through the argument that 'we', as westerners, who live in 
the 'political comfort zone’, cannot possibly criticise the struggles of people whose 
experiences and struggle we cannot 'understand', being as they are, so far beyond our 
'zone'. But, these struggles are relevant to us only to the extent that we can learn from 
them and relate them to our struggles. Finding a minimum common denominator 
between the various struggles in various parts around the world, the direct action scene 
ignores the content of these movements, and attempts to create a spectacle of unity. 
The fact, for example, that the Zapatistas are speaking about national unity or civil 
society, or that the maoist guerrillas are (simply) maoist, is obviously irrelevant for the 
direct action militants. Instead, the focus is on the spectacular elements of these 
struggles (people in balaclavas and guns in proper guerrilla fashion). Any radical 
critique of their content is redundant. 

The separation between developed and underdeveloped countries, between 
'political comfort zones’ and third world national liberation struggles with immunity to 
radical critique because of their 'revolutionary' spectacle, is by far the biggest pile of 
shit to come out of the direct action scene. Bizarrely, twenty years ago, revolutionaries 
would not have the slightest hesitation in discrediting any such bollocks as leninist. 
Today though, everything is justified if it fits the recipe: sexy, inspiring or exotic. 

In the midst of enthusiasm and grandeur, the direct action movement sees a 
growing anti-capitalist movement everywhere. This illusion stops them from 
recognizing that, in its present form, the direct action movement is going nowhere. 


(1) It seems to be the case that the ’battle* of Seattle was predominantly characterised by extreme 
police brutality and by peace-types violently (!) protecting property rather than destruction of 

property and attacks against the cops. Hardly what we would call a 'battle'. 

(2) Like gardening in a graveyard: there are some flowers, but rooted in death and decay. 

(3) A more general analysis/critique of the anti-roads movement can be found in Aufheben. #3. 

1994, ’Can We Slay the Roads Monster?'. 

(4) Recent developments in the direct action scene indicate a neglect of its most important 
elements: rather than a genuine attempt to understand and move forward from J18 and Euston 
(N30), the tendency is one of a return to a green agenda (guerrilla gardening) and an anarchist 
conference. 

(5) An example of that is rightfully pointed out in Do or Die, if 8. *War is the health of the State: An 
Open Letter to the Direct Action Movement*. 

(6) Most activists, for example, refuse to take part in struggles against the unemployed benefit 
cuts, although most of them are unemployed themselves. These struggles are not, obviously, as 
'sexy and inspiring’ as occupying the offices of Shell for an afternoon or dressing up like a turtle 
downtown Seattle. 

(7) The SI provided a very concise critique of this counter-revolutionary tendency. For more recent 
attacks on the militant role see the useful, yet somewhat hesitant, critique in Reflections on June 
1 8th, 'Give up activism’. 
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It would be ridiculous to claim that all Papuans have the same ideas about 
their struggle. In fact some do not know that the sturggle, the OPM or Indonesia even 
exist. Those Papuans who know 'Indonesia' has declared war on their race and their 
ecology could not for a moment envision Jakarta, the New York Stock Exchange or the 
matrix of global industrialism. Some of the baggage of 20th century 'revolutionary 
nationalism' has reached the OPM - flag raisings, pompous sounding military titles, in 
the past even a minute amount of Marxism. On the whole however the OPM has 
more in common with American Indian resistance in the wild west than Leninist 
guerillas in Kurdistan. 

There is always a danger that the struggle against Leviathan turns people of 
the resistance into monsters themselves. Is there a state waiting to be born within the 
OPM? It is possible but we think unlikely. There are many factors playing against the 
OPM ending up as 'national liberationists'. The scattered OPM guerrillas have a 
number of leaders but no central command. They love the land and dislike cities. 
They demand an end to logging and mining, not just a share of the profits. No other 
nation states of any meaningful size support the West Papuans- if they get aid at all it 
will be from either Pacific indigenous groups or anarchist/ecological networks. The 
diversity of their tribal cultures and the geography of their land both negate state 
creation. They defend the traditional and largely reject the modern. Their prime 
demand remains- 'Leave Us Alone!' 

However it is not inconceivable that a native managerial elite could be 
constructed from Papuans in exile, some within the OPM and members of the Papuan 

Presidium Council. Anarchist orientated elements in the OPM have been guarding 
against this possibility both in word and deed. The OPM is at root a tribal war of 
stateless peoples, anarchist peoples, against the destruction of their land by the global 
industrial machine. As long as that remains so it is our responsibility as radicals in the 
hearfof the empire that attacks them to aid them in whatever way we can. 

- OPM Support Group (Brighton, U.K.) 


ALL NATIONS 


HALLUCINATIONS 

ARE YOU READY TO DIE 
FOR TIE FUTURE OF AN ILLUSION? 

If VI in going to iMiit on oaintiining • atato wo 
con oboy, than wo hovo to brood childran who will dio 
for It. Sq quit whining. 












Kevolution or Death 

What we can learn from the Free West Papua Movement 

"The tribal warrior cultures of the native Papuans would rather die fighting than 
live another minute under the brutal, destructive and genocidal Indonesian regime. 

I have to say I agree with them.” 

- Friends of People Close to Nature activist in West Papua 

Armed with spears and long-bows, the indigenous warriors of West Papua continue to 
fight the technologically advanced Indonesian military. To the majority of West Papuans, 
armed struggle, despite severe tactical disadvantage, is the only honorable and 
reasonable form of resistance available to combat the onslaught of a capitalist state that 
surely seeks to annihilate their communal tribal societies and the rich jungle ecosystems in 
which they are so deeply embedded. The NGO-backed Papuan Presidium Counsel (PPG), 
meanwhile, attempts to negotiate with the Indonesian state on behalf of the West Papuan 
people, but compromises on partial reforms in state policy- thus allowing the profit 
hungry mining, logging, and oil companies to continue their conquest of the West Papuan 
land and people, only in less visible and direct ways. Most West Papuans, however, 
recognize the PPG as the manipulators they are, and remain steadfast in their demands to 
be left alone. It seems that to these traditional people, armed struggle to the death is 
more desirable than the abandonment of a communal way of life for work in the factories, 
mine shafts, and logging camps of the multi-national corporations. 

Meanwhile in the West, most people (including anarchists) have never even heard of 
the Free West Papua Movement. Many people who have heard of it regard it as 
something distant and novel- relegated to the remote mountain jungles of a far-off Pacific 
island- with little or no relevance to our own lives and anti capitalist struggles in the 
industrialized world. But is the West Papuan struggle really that different than our own 
freedom struggles? A knowledgeable person would answer no. There is much we can 
learn from the defiant natives of West Papua. 

West Papua’s native people are diverse (Papua is home to 25 % of the world’s known 
languages), and like all people they are affected by cultural changes that have doubtlessly 
occurred throughout their various histories. A notable characteristic of most West 
Papuans, however, is a strong communal spirit and an ecologically sustainable way of life 
rooted in a love for the earth (which they do not view as being separate from themselves, 
as most Westerners do). These traits seem to have existed for as long as can be recalled 
by the oral histories that have been passed down through countless generations of elders. 
As such, the West Papuans are living proof that people can live healthy and fulfilling lives 
without the institutionalized coercion of capitalism and the state. 

The people of West Papua, despite cultural differences, are really not that different 
from ourselves. They are human beings who care about their families and loved-ones and 
for the most part, would like to be left alone to live their lives without being ordered 


Important finance capital or the IMF is. a partial attack on capital can only have partial 
results. And half-made 'revolutions' only dig their own grave. 

Failing to identify any 'sexy and inspiring' situations outside its own, the direct 
action movement stands in the fringes of social antagonisms. Most of its 
preoccupations do not arise out of immediate social conditions, but are in many cases 
the result of essentially moral considerations which accompany a specific lifestyle. We 
thus have the bizarre spectacle of direct action activists choosing which struggles to 
take part in, a remnant of the direct action's background as a super market of single 
issues. The refusal to take part in struggles which do not fit the common denominator 
of 'sexy and inspiring' by some people simply shows that in fact they do live in a 
'political comfort zone' (at least in their minds) in which we have the luxury to decide 
which part of the totality we will attack, usually a different one every day. 

What used to be only a potential danger of creating a separate 'class of 
revolutionaries', with a specialised position in subversive struggles, is now a reality for 
the direct action movement. The militant role is the dominant spectacle of the direct 
action movement and it is aware of it. The role of the militant has been properly 
discredited elsewhere (7) so it is of no point to get into it again. It is interesting 
however to see the development of the radical part of the direct action scene towards a 
bizarre fetishism of violence. Although it is right to attack the pacifist elements and to 
expose their reformism (8), this has resulted in a glorification of violence which seems 
detached from the social reality that gives rise to it. "The materialist conception of 
violence excludes any principled position, either in favour of these methods or against 
them. It does not revert the principles of the bourgeois society in order to transform 
[violence] into an absolute good, nor does it condemn it as an absolute bad.” (Barrot) 

The more capital tries to complete its domination upon our lives, the more is 
our need for a community intensified. This is reflected in every struggle against 
capital, which is, most importantly, our attempt to connect with other people and to 
transcend the isolation imposed to us. Yet, the danger of creating a pseudo¬ 
community is obvious. In line with the uncritical adoption of the militant role, the 
direct action movement has tried to fight against isolation by creating a pseudo¬ 
community of activists, separate from the rest of 'normal people’, one which possesses 
a clear revolutionary consciousness that people are simply waiting to learn. Like a 
petty-bourgeois family, the direct action movement sees itself as the centre of the 
world, and conceives itself as the community, seeking to recreate itself as such in every 
opportunity. This illusory community is strongly sustained through constant self- 
reassuring 'sessions', in which the supremacy of the direct action scene is skillfully 
demonstrated. This is usually done in comparison to the 'boring lefties’, to which the 
direct action movement stands opposed to as the enlightened militants. Obviously the 
lefties are boring and their ideas of action are neither imaginative nor inspiring, but 
that’s not the real problem. This opposition fails to expose them as what they really 
are, i.e. capitalist organisations. Instead, the well-intentioned critique is misplaced and 
ends up implying that the main problem of the lefties is their lack of imagination! It 
becomes obvious that this 'critique' of leftist organisation is more directed towards the 
re-affirmation of direct action activists as the proper revolutionaries rather as an 
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The tendency is there, especially at non-revolutionary times, to applaud the 
emergence of any violent confrontations between proletarians and the state. And to a 
certain degree it is justified, for it is for many of us an escape from a routinely 
organised life which offers nothing at all. It carries however the danger of fetishising 
incomplete expressions of our struggle and thus perpetuating their existence as 
incomplete. To organise ’days against capitalism’, even if that in itself marks an 
important step forward from the super market of single issues that most of the direct 
action movement is involved in, is nothing but an expression of our inability to attack 
capital in its root in a systematic way. Capital is a social relation, and hence our 
struggle against it is either centred on our everyday life or it is nothing. The only use 
of days against capitalism' is that it provides a chance for many of us to meet outside I 
of boring political frameworks and to collectively express our disgust at the existing < 
world (4). But that's about it. However positive that may be, it does not in itself point 
towards the emergence of a global anti-capitalist movement’. 

The movement around events such as J18 and Seattle is largely disconnected ' 
from existing struggles against capital’s offensive against us (5). However much the 
direct action scene has picked up the term ’anti-capitalism’, and however that may in 
some ways be an advance, it is common place that capitalism is essentially a system of 
production. None of the 'sexy and inspiring’ actions that took place under the banner of 
anti-capitalism were in the slightest focused on the production process. Instead, the 
focus was on finance capital, international monetary institutions and the illusory 
opposition between 'free trade’ and 'fair trade’. The 'targets' that the direct action scene 
has chosen thus far represent capital's mechanisms for the regulation of decisions 
already made in the production process. 

We are not, as we have pointed out before, fetishising the factory. Production 
is not only taking place in the factories. But 'anti-capitalism' is not an idea that people 
pick up on, but a tendency, a movement, arising out of our social conditions (the first 
of which is our relation to work) aiming at destroying capital in its totality. However 
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! around by business people, politicians, and men with guns. But unlike the West Papuans, 
we in the Western world (in most cases) have come to accept the state, the military, 
capitalism, industry, and wage-slavery as inevitabilities. The history books issued to us in 
government and religious schools have taught us to forget that all of us (regardless of 
ethnic background) are descendents of people who where once indigenous to some place 
at some point in history. And many of our ancestors fought their conquerors with the 


ri , 7. Ci ’r nd de !T i f 0n " "" WeM Papuans We a,e «'* toMM people who 
tough the armies of the first empires and civilizations; of peasants who resisted the 

wdeol encteores ol their tad; ol slaves who defied their masters; WependelT rural 
Wk refused rndustriafalion; or ol early industrial workers who revolted against the! 
horrid conditions, demanding an end to poverty, hunger, and exploitation 9 

foday. however, our subservience has become internalized. The success of anv 
empire depends upon its ability to convince its subjects that life under the empire is better 
and sopor,or an, other life. And no empire has succeeded more in doings lhanThe 
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To maintain its rule and continue its expansion, the current order depends upon a 

nei7 y T ° propaganda- mass media, advertisements, church, school-which 
nearly monopolize our access to information. A daily process of ideological reinforcement 
orces us to personally reproduce the logic of capitalism, as we are purposely left without 
no^edg 6 or hope tha, a possibility of alternatives may exist. In this atmosphere^eve 
resistance tends to be tainted with the logic of the society it is supposedly resisting, as it 
being carried out by individuals who since birth have been forced to internalize this 
society s values and logic. This leads to situations where we allow o eveT o be 

«, .ha, we need leaders, c bureaucratic organism, mere changed in a,afe 
policy, or more negotiations with those in control. We should have learned by now 
however that such compromises only allow the current order to continue (with slight 
changes), or permit new systems of tyranny and control to replace the old 

,. H S0 ( ma , ybe W , e l can learn some,hi "9 from the Free West Papua movement. The world 
na . vp U f' a p ap S, ? h StandS In starkl bleak con,rast »° lh e communal jungle societies of 
will of 22l2rr Papuans have nothing to gain by submitting to the 
? g'obalization. But we don't have anything to gain by submitting to the 
• P * either. Are our modern conveniences really all that great? Is a life of work and 
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stress the best we can offer ourlRifdferTT How much longer can we bare to let every 
aspect of our lives be determined by state control and economic imperative? The tribal 
warriors of West Papua have taken their stand-- freedom or death. And so should we. No 
more reforms, no more compromises, until all of us are free to regain complete, 
unmediated control over our own lives. 

This is not necessarily meant to suggest that everyone should immediately quit their 
jobs and go purchase guns (or long-bows). Many of us are too busy just trying to survive 
and feed our families. But with some inspiration, critical thought, and collective effort, we 
can build the foundation of a future society while avoiding the pit-falls of reformism. And 
perhaps one day soon the world’s exploited and dispossessed will rise in a revolt that will 
tear down the towers of capitalist tyranny once and for all. 



As I writhed under it, I would at times feel that learning to read had been a 
curse rather than a blessing. It had given me a view of my wretched 
condition, without the remedy. It opened my eyes to the horrible pit, but to 
no ladder upon which to get out. In moments of agony, I envied my fellow- 
slaves for their stupidity. I have often wished myself a beast. I preferred 
the condition of the meanest reptile to my own. Anything, no matter what 
to get rid of thinking! It was this everlasting thinking of my condition that 
tormented me. There was no getting rid of it. It was pressed upon me by 
every object within sight or hearing, animate or inanimate. The silver trump 
of freedom had roused my soul to eternal wakefulness. Freedom now 
appeared, to disappear no more forever. It was heard in every sound, and 
seen in every thing. It was ever present to torment me with a sense of my 
wretched condition. I saw nothing without seeing it, I heard nothing without 
hearing it, and felt nothing without feeling it. It looked from every star, it 
smiled in every calm, breathed in every wind, and moved in every storm. 

I often found myself regretting my own existence, and wishing 
myself dead; and but for the hope of being free, I have no doubt but that I 
should have killed myself, or done something for which I should have been 
killed. 

Frederick Douglass, 

Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an A merican Slave 
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Despite its incoherencies and internal inadequacies, the anti-roads movement 
expressed a side of the class struggle. It did so by attacking (theoretically) the 
ideology of capitalist progress, and by resisting (practically) the attempts to further 
alienate people from their immediate environment, by turning it into dead space whose 
only purpose is the facilitation of the dictatorship of the economy. For those who took 
part in these struggles, the potential for moving beyond its immediate limitations was 
visible -and by many, this was realised. 

Scientific progress (2), the ideological filter for the justification of capitalist 
modernisation, was exposed as rooted in capital’s interests. Democracy, the powerful 
ideology of capital, was (practically, at least) rejected and replaced by collective action. 
Many of the seemingly uninterrupted plans for the creation of massive roads were 
seriously delayed and, in some cases, abandoned. 

In the process of its development, the anti-roads movement created a 
community of struggle against capital and the state, but -as it can be observed today - 
one which was only a small island within the capitalist desert. However inspiring and 
creative the communities of struggle of the anti-roads movement were, they were 
problematically based on the limits of an ecological movement (not to mention 
subculture and life-stylism) (3). Even though in some cases positive links were made 
with the locals, these never managed to move beyond immediate necessity and towards 
the formation of a long-standing basis for anti-capitalist struggles. 

Despite its antagonistic relation to capitalist modernisation, the anti-roads 
: movement was unable to break its isolation and to transform itself into a generalised 
I movement which would link the ecological movement (by overcoming its inherent 

f 

reformism) to the overall movement against capital in its totality. As is usually the case 
I with movements that fail to address their history critically, today the direct action 
! movement is unable to realise that its foundations lay on the alienated result of 
struggles which never managed to contest capitalist reality in its totality. Based on the 
corpse of subculture and life-stylism, the direct action movement finds itself 
rejuvenating ideologies which were already wrong when they first appeared. It fails to 
understand its inherent contradictions, replacing critique with an -almost - 
incomprehensible enthusiasm. 

People have tried to overcome the problems arising in the direct action scene 
by claiming it is essentially a problem of theory and practice. The two of course are not 
| separate. Whoever claims that 'theoretical* interventions are inferior to 'practical' ones 
1 is either stupid or paternalistic. The two complement each other or they are both 
| useless. To prioritise one over the other is simply to separate our struggle against 
| capital and to justify the existing division of labour which gives a raison d'etre to the 
i numerous 'professional revolutionaries'. The problems faced by the direct action scene 
I are not, in this respect, the results of a contradiction between theory and practice. Both 
theory and practice of the direct action movement are reflections of our present 
I situation, primarily characterised by the absence of a widespread movement contesting 
of capitalist normality. In this environment, it is not a surprise that the direct action 
movement seems stuck in its contradictions. 
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In a sense, the two are not in contradiction. Movements are never 
homogenous (practically or theoretically) but rather consist of contradictions and 
immediate limitations, which could potentially be overcome the more the movement 
develops. Moreover, however much the official language of a movement represents its 
content, no homogeneity exists: the people involved in re-appropriations and violent 
acts of disorder are not necessarily the same who draw up the ideology underlying the 
actions. At the same time, contrary to appearances, there is nothing intrinsically 
contradictory between having the desire to destroy the existing world and its glass 
window and having misconceived ideas of the same world. The histoFT^Tthe 
revolutionary movement against capitalism is full of examples of such tendencies. 

But the above explanation quickly dissolves into a problematic excuse, 
especially when it is used to pre-empt any radical critique of these struggles. In the 
two previous issues we carried what was later to be termed a harsh and unjustified 
attack on the expressed theory of the events leading up to J18. We were essentially 
attacked for being too dismissive, arrogant, and •idealistic* when dealing with J18. 
Some of the criticisms expressed were truthful. Our analysis of J18 was indeed 
problematically focused on the expressed ideology of the movement and not its real 
content. It would definitely be more accurate and complete to look at the history of the 

movement that inspired actions such as J18. and to have a more radical approach to its 
limitations. 
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However, and without getting into arguments about how our critique was 

coukTnot h^ T POra " y ' imited ^ WerC ’ 3fter a "' Writi " 9 before J 18 ha PP e "ed and 

conlled R T" eX r aCtlV h ° W '* W ° Uld deVe ' 0P)> ° Ur Critic > ue has 'argelv been 

'battles' in seatde r (l) S most th f rad ' Cal . expressions of actions such as J18 and the 
es in Seattle (1), most of our critics end up with dismissing any critique of the 

deo ogy of th e movement, i.e. part of its content. In an attempt to counter-Lact 

against our critique, the result is a rather uncritical approach to reformist and 

~r PreSSi0nS ‘ There are n ° ap0l09ies t0 be made - R adical critique is not 
* ° h c|a " 9 COm P ,ime "“. ^t about looking at the limitations of movements 

task of Z e 0 , i, anti : Cap ' h ta,iSt and tr * in 9 «° ^tribute to their development. The 

direct Zr r 9 *** a " d inSpirin 9' sides ls better '«* the various 

hi d r C °" ferences and gatherings, whose only purpose seems to be exactly that 
b'g d ° SeS ° f ^Reassurance and the absence of critical engagement. 

of the eaHv'go'r'n aCt ‘r m ° Vement primaril * comes out of the anti-roads struggles 
the eme n " ° CVe ° P ' n9 3S a res P° nse to the attempts to accommodate part of 

schemes theZTroad CaP '' al Wh ' Ch ^ ** **"" ° f ambitious coad-building 
of the nV movement was a struggle both ancient -reminiscent as it was 

anroccupa a rns at,emP H tS ‘° ^ St39 « ° f C3ddal “cumulation through 

and occupations - and contemporary -resisting the needs of advanced (western- 
European) capitalist development. 
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INTERFER ENCE EXPECTE D 

We reprint this essay from Killing King Abacus if 1. Fortunately, more 
anarchists are coming to recognize mass media's role in maintaining and 
perpetuating capitalism. During April's anti-FTAA protests in Quebec City , 
demonstrators acted appropriately by vandalizing and destroying vehicles , 
cameras , and other equipment belonging to the corporate media. 


CAUGHT IN THE WEB OF DECEPTION: 

Anarchists and the Media 

As long as the present social order exists, it will be impossible to avoid 
interaction with the various facets of the power structure. Those of us who call 
ourselves anarchists need to choose to make these interactions clearly 
adversarial and conflictual, reflecting our desire to destroy the power structure 
completely. Such a choice requires knowledge of the enemy. Almost every 
anarchist recognizes that the state and capital are facets of the power structure 
and has some minimal understanding of how these function as such. Increasing 
numbers of anarchists are recognizing that technology and ideology are also part 
of the network of power. One would think that from this they would draw the 
conclusion that the technological system for the dissemination of ideology, the 
media (I use the word media to refer specifically to this system in its totality, not 
to refer to specific tools it uses to carry out its function, since some of these 
tools can be used in a different manner, even against this function), is an 
inherent part of the power structure and, therefore, an enemy of all rebellion and 
of every attempt to create free life. Yet even in face of the intense concentration 
of the media into a very few mega-corporational hands (a fact that should reveal 
something of its nature), there are still some anarchists who will directly-and in a 
nonconflictual manner- interact with it in an attempt to communicate anarchist 
ideas on its terrain. This shows a lack of understanding of how the media 
functions. 

The media plays a specific role in the power structure, a role that, in a 
democratic state, becomes not only essential, but also central to the functioning 
of power. But before continuing, it is necessary to confront the illusions many 
have about democracy. While it is true that democracy can merely mean a 
decision-making process which offers all involved a say or a vote in each decision 
(why this is incompatible with anarchy is a subject best dealt with at another 
time for the sake of brevity), in the present era, democracy is also and more 
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essentially a system of state and social power which maintains social peace by 
allowing the expression of the broadest spectrum of opinions. The democratic 
state is able to allow such a broad spectrum of opinion precisely because 
opinions are basically substanceless. Opinions are ideas that have been drained 
of all vitality. Separated from life and from any projectual basis, they have 
become harmless blathering that ultimately strengthens the democratic state by 
making it appear tolerant and open as compared to feudal or dictatorial states. 

From this, the political function of the media should be obvious. It is the 
mediator and processor of democratic opinion. It devours the complexities of life 
and social interaction, of international relations and insurgency, of cultural 
breakdown and economic necessity... the totality of reality in the present, and 
mashes them to mush between its teeth, then digests them and shits out... 
turds. All of the complexities, all of the vitality, all connection to real life has 
been leeched out, and we are left to decide whether these nearly identical brown 
lumps stink or not. The reality from which these turds were produced is so 
distant that we "know" that we can't effect it directly, so instead we buy the 
binary logic of the democratic state, argue over the stinkiness of turds, and vote 
for those politicians whose bullshit exudes the sweetest aroma. To be for or 
against this war, that law, whatever candidate, policy or program is no threat 
whatsoever to power. The purpose of the media is precisely to promote the 
predigested thinking that keeps us passive in the face of a distant reality, always 
ready to choose between the options offered by the democratic state, options 
that all end up subjecting the chooser to the power of state and capital. 

The media has another central function. It is the creator of images for 
consumption. It creates celebrities and personalities for people to look up to and 
vicariously live through. It creates role images for people to imitate in-order to 
invent their "identity". It creates images of events separated from and placed 
above life. It is through these images, ingested uncritically, that people are to 
view and interpret the world, formulating their opinions out of this virtual 
unreality. To the extent that the media succeeds, the result is a passive, 
predictable population consuming the trash dished out by the social order. 

In choosing to seek to get one's ideas across through the media, one is 
choosing to feed these ideas to this masticating monster, to offer one's self to 
this life-draining ghoul. For anarchists this makes no sense. It is impossible for 
the media to portray anarchism as a living praxis or anarchists as complex multi¬ 
dimensional individuals. It is therefore not possible to express anarchist ideas in 
a worthwhile way through this forum. The ideas will be chewed up and shat out 
as images-of freaks, of intellectual brooders, of street rioters-but essentially as 
images not living, acting beings. The media is part of the power structure, and, 
as such, is our enemy. We can't play their game and win. 

An outstanding example of how this process works can be seen on the 
segment about anarchists that appeared on 60 Minutes shortly after the 
demonstrations against the WTO in Seattle. This twelve-minute collage of 
interviews and images was probably the best anarchists could expect from 
cooperating with the media. And from start to finish the media carried out its 
task. From over two hours of interviews and several hours of video footage from 
events in Seattle, the show's editors selected what they (or their bosses) wanted 
to use to make up this brief segment. Using the title, "The New Anarchists", 
already these experts in mediation had made a separation between the viewers 
and these new "celebrities", this new "subculture". The image-building 
specialists interviewed the one they called the "philosophical guide" separately 
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BSN’s Intro to Practice and Ideology in the Direct Action Movement. 


The following essay is reprinted from issue #8 of Undercurrent Journal from 
the U.K. While intended as an analysis of the British direct action movement, many of 
the critiques in this essay hold relevance to the direct action movement here in the U.S. 
False activist “communities"; idealization and lack of analysis of struggles in the third 
world, misunderstanding of capitalism; and a reluctance to confront hierarchies within 
non-h/erarchical activist organizations are among many problems so perceptively 
challenged. 

Before deciding to print this essay, we debated amongst ourselves whether 
the conclusion drawn is too harsh. Is the direct action movement in the U.S. in fact 
“going nowhere"? We agreed that in its' present form, this movement is indeed going 
nowhere. Feelings of rage and the longing for community expressed by many of those 
active in this movement give us hope that there is still potential for the emergence of a 
revolutionary social movement that will truly pose a threat to the reigning order. For 
such a movement to manifest itself, however, will require that it break out of the mold 
of Days of Action; campaigns against specific corporations; legislation and electoral 
politics; and scenes, cliques, and subcultures. 


Practice and Ideology in the 
Direct Action Movement 

from UndercurrentJournal #8 

I “The call to abandon their illusions about their condition, 

I is a call to abandon a condition which requires illusions." 

Recent explosions of discontent (such as in Seattle in November or in the City 
of London on J18) have expressed themselves in ways not worthy of their radical 
practice. The radical content of their practice (such as violence against the police, 
destruction of property, the sense of collective strength against the state) has been 
accompanied by a distorted image of capitalism which insists in seeing capital as 
nothing more than the financial centres, the 'dodgy' companies (as if there are 'non- 
dodgy' companies), and the shadowy international organisations (such as the WTO, the 
IMF, the World Bank, etc). They identify capital with its most superficial appearances, 
failing to see it in its totality. On the other hand, these actions definitely inspire the 
people involved in them, they do cause considerable trouble for the gatekeepers of law 
and order, and they do spoil the routine of the day-to-day business of the muppets 
who are being targeted. The problem immediately arises: how can the reformist 
l anguage o f the protests co-exist with their subversive practice? 
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t DIDNT GO TO 
WORK TODAY... 



Yes, we all know that work sucks. Every wage-slave has 
experienced the drudgery of repeating menial tasks, producing things for 
which we have no use, being ordered around by an asshole boss, or 
bung expected to provide friendly customer service to a bunch of 
ungrateful jerks who act like you were born to serve them. Work sucks 
because it forces us into an alienated situation where we must perform'a 
specialized role, one which we would never perform under normal 
circumstances and which we have no control over- all so that the 
lifeless capitalist machine of commodity production and exchange can 
continue rolling forward. Meanwhile our humanity is lost and our lives 
are wasted-just so that a few jerks can get rich. 

But what’s the alternative? In a state-less and class-less society 
we would still have to do things like grow and gather food, make tools 
build and maintain dwellings, sew clothes, and countless other tasks 
While the passionate sense of creativity and communal spirit surrounding 
such efforts would provide feelings of pleasure and fulfillment 
nonexistent under the current system, no world could ever be perfect 
and there would still be some times when we would feel tired out! 
Likewise, in order to make the revolution necessary to create the world 
we so longingly desire, we must at times do things we may not 
necessarily enjoy doing- like spending hours in front of a copying 

machine or putting our bodies in dangerous situations where we may risk 
being beaten, arrested, or killed. 

It’s easy to let this cruel world get us down. None of us are 
strangers to feelings of depression and despair. But dwelling on such 
feelings wdl only ensure that this sick society continues to perpetuate 
1 self. W e won t win the revolution by lying in bed. So let’s get off our 
asses and start to create the world we want to live in! 
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from the other anarchists; the interviewer and this one to whom the media 
attributed a guiding role sat face-to-face as peers. The other anarchists were 
interviewed as a group, some of them seated on the floor, the camera angle 
leaving the impression that all were seated lower than the interviewer. A viewer 
who didn't know better would be left with the impression that these "new 
anarchists" are followers of a leader, even if he only called a "philosophical 
gufde". The interviewer very clearly directed what was said with his questions- 
this is his specialty after all. By allowing the interview to pass in normal fashion 
these anarchists played right into the hands of the media. By answering the 
questions, they weakened their arguments, fell into cliches such as the dull old 
saw about property destruction not being violence and helped to further 
marginalize and spectacularize themselves. I have not yet seen a media depiction 
of these "new anarchists", of the "Eugene anarchists (a term that anarchists in 
Eugene would do well to destroy as soon as possible), or whatever term the 
particular journalist, interviewer or newsperson chooses to use that was not this 
manipulative-because that's how the media functions. 

In the wake of the demonstrations in Seattle, there has been a lot of 
attention paid to anarchists in the media, particularly focusing on the question of 
property destruction. Much has come out of this that I find disturbing though 
not surprising. Some anarchists have begun to worry about their media image. 
Thus there are those anarchists who condemn property destruction because it 
will give anarchists a bad public image. But these are so ridiculous that they 
disturb me less than those who publicly insist that "property destruction is not 
violence". By using this argument that has come out frequently in the media, 
anarchists are letting themselves get drawn into the values of this society; they 
are measuring their words to fit them into the viewpoint of democratic dialogue. 
This viewpoint seeks to force revolutionary action to fit the moral equation of 
violenc e/nonviolence. For anarchists who determine their actions for themselves, 

on their own terms, such equations are useless; they have no significance. 
Central to anarchist activity in the present is the necessity to destroy the state, 
capital, and all institutions of power and authority in order to create the 
possibility for every individual to fully realize herself as he sees fit. Such total 
destruction -the destruction of a world encompassing civilization- will be violent. 
There is no sense in denying or apologizing for this. What each of us does to 
achieve this is determined by each individual in terms of her desires, dreams, 
capabilities and circumstances- in terms of the life he is seeking to create for 
herself. It has no relationship to any sort of morality. Therefore, as anarchists, 
we have no use for dealing with such questions as: "Is property destruction 
violence or not?" "Is this an act of self-defense or offensive attack?" We have 
no reason to care. Our desire is to attack and destroy all power structures and 
this determines our actions. These other questions are based on the hypocritical 
moral rules of power that serve no other purpose than to place weighted chains 
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on our ability to act. So of what use is it to us to speak to the media about 
these questions on its terms, using its guidelines of how to speak of these 
matters and following its protocol? In fact, of what use is it to us to talk to the 
media at all? 

In dealing with the media on its terrain, one chooses to give up determining 
one's own action on one's own terms. As the 60 minutes episode made so 
clear, dealing with the media with the media on its terrain is accepting 
delegation. One turns one s ideas over to the masters of "communication" to be 
masticated into more opinions in the ideological marketplace. One gives the 
reality of one's life over to these experts in separation to be turned into 60- 
second images of isolated events. One turns the activity of communication over 
to those whose specialty is the one way "communication" of devitalized, pre¬ 
digested non-ideas and non-events that create social consensus. And then one 
complains about how badly one was represented in the media. Why did one 
choose to be represented at all? The choice to accept media representation is no 
less acceptance of delegation than voting or unionism. The rejection of 
delegation, so central to an anarchist and insurrectional perspective, includes the 
refusal to deal with the media on its terms. 

If we take self-determination and self-activity as fundamental bases for 
anarchist practice, the way to communicate our ideas is clearly to create our own 
means of communication. Graffiti, posters, communiques, papers, magazines, 
and pirate radio can all be used to express anarchist ideas without them through 
the masticating mechanisms of the media. These self-determined means of 
communication can be distinguished from the media in that they are not attempts 
to mediate opinions and images while claiming objectivity and dishing out pre¬ 
digested pablum to a passive audience; they are actual attempts on the part of 
anarchists to express their ideas not only in the words but also in the method 
through which they go about expressing them. Of course these methods, which 
we can take into our own hands, will not get out to nearly as many people as a 
mainstream newspaper, magazine or television show. But such considerations 
could only be of significance to those who want to evangelize, to those who 
view anarchy as a belief system to which we must convert people if there is ever 
to be a revolution. To paraphrase some Italian comrades: if one has no 
commodities to sell, of what use are neon signs? And in the era of the reign of 
capital, evangelism-even anarchist evangelism- is ideological marketeering. To 
those whose interest is creating their lives as their own and destroying the 
society that prevents this, such marketeering is worthless. 

Unfortunately, since the anti-WTO actions in Seattle, the media has been 
drooling over the anarchist morsel, and there have been anarchists willing to give 
them what it wants. Undoubtedly, the media will continue to hound anarchists 
for as long as anarchy is a marketable item. It is therefore necessary that we 

anarchists recognize that the media is part of the power structure just like the 

state, capital, religion, law...In other words, the media is our enemy and we ■ 

should treat it as such. In this light, the action of three Italian anarchists -Arturo, ! 

Luca and Drew-becomes exemplary. When a journalist invaded the funeral of i 
their comrade in search of a juicy morsel of news, they beat him. 



And maybe that’s the real hope for 
change. 

That’s the real hope for change, of 
course. 10,000 or 50,000 people can’t 
really change a society, of course we need 
more people. We aren’t stupid. We know 
we can only win when we are more, when 
we’re the majority of the people. So we 
have many papers, magazines, radio, 
demos, many things where we try to edu¬ 
cate people, to make contact with other , 
groups in society who are not necessarily 
autonomous people. For example, in 
Wackersdorf, where the government is 
building up a nuclear re processing plant 
in Bavaria, and many people are living in 
this area who are very conservative in their 
way of thinking, living, voting, etc., but 
then these people realized that they didn’t 
want this nuclear plant in their* area and 
they started protesting and fighting back. 
Also many autonomous people were 
fighting back against this plant, and so 
conservative people and autonomous 
people were working together. Many peo¬ 
ple made good contacts and good 
friends...and many of these people have 
changed, realizing that the government j 
doesn’t really give a shit about them. And 
I was "down there, at the fences which they 
built around the construction area, and 


over half the people at the protests were 
from the area. Many very old people, all 
these people were no longer in il¬ 
lusion...they saw the police brutality. I was 
really amazed how they’ve changed their 
way of thinking after they saw the police 
violence. And we were down there trying 
to break through the fence, wh V ich wasn’t 
totally possible with about 20,000 cops 
inside, and they were throwing tear-gas, 
etc., and an old man came up with us and 
he said: “This is really great, what you are 
doing. You know, I’m really too old to do 
this, I’m really not able to break the fence 
with a bolt-cutter or to saw it, but you 
know what? I would use dynamite!” It was 
one of the most positive experiences I’ve 
had with people who have different ways 
of thinking and living. And I saw the pos¬ 
sibility that if we fight with these people 
we’re going to be a bigger movement. It 
gave me a lot of optimism and hope, that 
it’s possible to build a movement capable 
of stopping the people who rule the socie¬ 
ty. And it’s not just that I’m fighting 
against something, I’m also fighting for 
something, to express my love and feel¬ 
ings, to explore-something I can’t do in 
this society. I’m caught. 

Thanks a lot for talking. 

Okay, and I hope the struggle con¬ 
tinues in Canada as in West Germany, and 
one day we’re gonna make it. Ciaol 
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resistance without getting caught up in this 
oppressive machine. But everyone who is 
part of the revolutionary autonomous 
movement, they know that the people who 
rule the country don't wanna give up just 
like that, not voluntarily. For example, this 
year there was a hunger strike by 48 politi¬ 
cal prisoners from R A F. (Red Army Frac¬ 
tion), autonomous and anti-imperialist 
groups, to fight against the practice of 
isolation in prison. They demanded as¬ 
sociation, free medical care, open political 
debate, so we as an autonomous move¬ 
ment organized a big, widespread cam¬ 
paign to back up the demands; we had 
big, fucking huge demos, in Hamburg with 
8,000, 10,000 in Bonn, many small in¬ 
dependent anti-imperialist groups attacked 
the multi-national corporations with incen¬ 
diary bombs, we had all kinds of struggles 
to back up the demands. And it’s impor¬ 
tant to show that the autonomous move¬ 
ment doesn't forget the prisoners, and 
they are a part of our movement. 



Another major position of the autono¬ 
mous movement is that it is not pacifist, 
the movement is not only supporting 
militant, direct actions-the armed struggle- 
-they also practice it. The autonomous 
movement sees revolutionary violence 
against an oppressive society as a part of 
the resistance. This is seen in attacks on 
property, militant demos, smashing win¬ 
dows of sex shops, riots; this is all part of 
tne resistance, it s not that important how 
you are fighting back, violent^ non ™ 
lent, it s what you are fighting for. 


What are some ways the autonomous 
movement fights against patriarchy? 

Uh. one militant group, the Roten 
Zora (Red Zora) is a militant feminist 
group, and they are a really effective guer¬ 
rilla group. They did the action against 
Adler, a big multi-national corporation who 
produce clothing. And this corporation has 
some factories in South Korea, and here 
wimmin are working for maybe 20 cents 
an hour, and these wimmin face sexual 
harassment, exploitation, and they de- 
manded-in a strike-better work condi¬ 
tions, higher wage, end sexual harass¬ 
ment. Adler didn’t give a fuck about this, 
so Red Zora attacked Adler with incen¬ 
diary bombs in 10 different places in West 
Germany, causing approximately $10 
million damage, backing up the wimmins' 
demands in South Korea. And they were 
saying, we’re going to fucking blow you 
away. So Adler was forced to do as the 
workers demanded.This is a good ex¬ 
ample of militant actions having a positive 
effect, and can support the struggle of 
wimmin in the periphery countries, against 
sexism, against multi-national corpora¬ 
tions. It raised consciousness, and Red 
Zora released statements on the actions 
which were reprinted in many magazines, 
so people knew what this corporation was 
doing and why it was attacked. 

We also have many anti-imperialist 
people who are part of the revolutionary 
movement who are not quite autonomous 
in the way that they are organized. They’re 
quite influenced by Marxist-Leninist ideas, 
but most of them are pretty much unor¬ 
thodox communists ; they aren't into par¬ 
ties, but they're not like the autonomous 
movement, and they don't have as much 
criticism of state-socialist countries, and 
they're also supporting more Marxist-Len- 
inist urban guerrilla groups like the R.A.F. 
The autonomous movement supports their 
politics in a way, but are really critical to 
their statements and politics. 

I think the autonomous movement 
has an effect on the society because 
many, many people are getting pissed off 
frustrated, and they'll realize that they're 
exploited too, by the state. So, of course 
they're sympathizing with the autonomous 
movement in a way, they're saying we 
should connect more with these people 
because maybe they're fighting for some¬ 
thing I'm fighting for too.... 
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^coping with cancer" ...what it takes to survive: 
(keep your head down, get out of the way and 
just shut up!) 


‘‘When we wake up in the morning and put our feet 
on he ground we must have a good reason for 
g tting up. If we don’t it makes no difference 
whether we are anarchists or not. We might as 
well stay in bed and sleep.” ght 35 

Alfredo Bonnano, The Anarchist Tension 
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A review of Cilles Dauve and Francois Martins’ 

Tiie Eclipse and Re-Emergence 

of the Communist Movement 

i 

When one mentions the word communist, even among anarchist . 
circles one is frequently met with perhaps rightful hostility. Of course, 
historically what was and is conceived of as manifestations of communism 
were nothing but state capitalist regimes where the population was 
forcefully subservient to the party bureaucracy. In theory such regimes 
extrapolated the weak and authoritarian side of Karl Marx's writing and 
hardened it into a dogma and ideology which one- whether as a member 
of the party or general population- was forced to live up to. 



Munis says state capitalism in the 
Soviet Union began "under Stalin's 
aegis," but listen to my words from 
1917: "Socialism is nothing but state 
capitalist monopoly made to bene¬ 
fit the whole people ." 

Also: "Unquestioning submission to 
a single will is absolutely necessary 
for the success of labour processes 
. . . today the Revolution demands, 
in the interests of socialism, that 
the masses obey the single will of 
the leaders of the labor process ." 

—V.l. Lenin, Selected Works 


* 


As a former adherent of the ideology of Marxism-Leninism, I've 
witnessed the personification of ideology in self-avowed communist parties 
such as the Spartacist League. Many people I met and worked with were 
the ultimate personification of ideology-rigid, fixed, and brazenly 
authoritarian in personality and actions. On the converse, younger 
individuals joined such organizations because it was and is to many- 
including myself at the time- perceived as actually participating in tangible 
activity (IE newspaper sales, and "militant" demonstrations). Whether that 1 
activity contributes to a practice beyond that of propagandizing is the 
subject of another essay. Let's just say practice as conceived of as ■ 
propagandizing in the form of trying to gain ideological adherents has seen 
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How does the movement show this 
solidarity, how do they support these 
struggles? How do they see this as a 
part of their day to day lives? 

One way for example is going in the 
streets and demonstrating. The last demo 
I went to before coming to Canada was in 
Hamburg. Autonomous and anti-imperialist 
groups called a demo in support of the 
Palestinians, the Intifada, and around 
3,000 people participated. We went down 
the streets in Hamburg and there were 
Palestinian solidarity groups, people from 
the>.F.L.P. (Popular Front for the Libera¬ 
tion of Palestine), who made a speech, 
one person form the autonomous move¬ 
ment who made a speech as to why it was 
important to link the nationwide struggle in 
West Germany with the international strug¬ 
gle, because the world economic system 
is organized internationally and it’s exploit¬ 
ing people all over the world, so of course 
it’s really important that we as a move- 
ment-it doesn't matter if you live in Cana¬ 
da or West Germany-organize the strug¬ 
gle also internationally and be in solidarity 
with the struggle all over the world; in 
China, Palestine, Azania, basically the 
people who are fighting for their right to 
survive, to live without hunger...and how 
we show it is going to demos, leaflets, 
magazines, putting out info. And of course 
there is the struggle by militant groups, 
guerrilla groups, like for example the 
Revolutionary Cells who are attacking the 
South African businesses, businesses in 
South Africa or Israel, for example Daim¬ 
ler-Benz supplies the Israeli army with 
vans and the South African police with 
vans, cars. So there is a widespread resis¬ 
tance in demos, benefit shows, militant 
direct actions...and anytime a scumbag 
from one of these countries is coming we 
organize big demos.... * 



What are some ways people are living 
outside of the capitalist system...are 
people doing that? 

It’s not entirely possible to live outside 
of the capitalist system because you live in 
it, and there isn’t any real free space 
where you can live totally independent, 
because society affects you all the time. 
But of course we do try and fight for free 
spaces, for example squatting, which 
gives you a certain kind of free space 
because you don’t respect paying rent to 
housing companies or landlords. And this 
is a way we try to show a different way of 
living, and squatting to me is a kind of 
i anti-capitalist struggle because you refuse 
I to pay rent, you don’t accept the idea of 
| property.’ It’s also a de controlled area 
we live differently. We don’t live isolated, 
we live together. Like 50-60 people live 
together, and it’s really important for com¬ 
munication, exchanging info, within the 
movement. 

And I suppose by squatting it means 
not being isolated as much as in a 
workplace.... 

For sure. And that’s all about what 
we’re fighting for. In Kreuzberg people 
work and pay like 50-60% of their wage for 
rent. You work 40 hours a week and 50% 
of your wage goes to rent. That’s totally 
unjustified, totally against people. Right 
now there is a campaign in West Berlin to 
[organize a rent boycott also, and now 
there are 8 big squatted houses in West 
'Berlin, also in Hamburg in the Hafan- 
.strasse. And as I said it's really important 
for communication, because like in Van¬ 
couver you have say 10 different houses, 
and so fire exchange of information isn't 
lhal great. You don't have daily discus¬ 
sions, which is important for organization. 

So what kind ot repression does the 
autonomous movement face? 

I think every movement faces oppres¬ 
sion by the government, because if these 
movements are revolutionary movements, 
the people who control the country, the 
government, the corporations, businesses, 
they want to protect their capitalist, im¬ 
perialist and patriarchal society, of course! 
They try to dam up the revolutionary strug¬ 
gle. Many people are arrested, sent to jail, 
and we must look at how we can organize 
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S o maybe you could begin by 
telling us how it is living in 
West Berlin and how it differs from 
other West German cities? 

It's not that different than living in big 
cities like Hamburg, Frankfurt.... There 
might be some differences, for instance 
West Berlin is like an island, surrounded 
by a wall, and so people live really crowd¬ 
ed in a city of 2 million. And especially in 
the wintertime it’s getting really depressive. 
I’m living in Kreuzberg, and it’s one of the 
poorest neighborhoods, and you could 
compare this area with say the Lower East 
Side of New York, with large apartment 
buildings, many people living crowded 
together, not much green, and many 
people are greatly frustrated. Another thing 
about West Berlin, located in East Ger¬ 
many, is you must drive three or four 
hours to West Germany and may stay in 
West Berlin because maybe they don’t 
have the money to drive out, so especially 
many poor people have no choice and 
must stay in West Berlin. And I have stay¬ 
ed two to three years in West Berlin with¬ 
out leaving for a week, etc., so it’s a kind 
of prison in a way. You’re surrounded by 
a wall and to leave the city the atmos¬ 
phere is different than say Vancouver 
because you have to cross a border, to 
show your I.D., have money, etc. Also, 
West Berlin isn’t really apart of West Ger¬ 
many: West Germany has 11 federal states 
including W. Berlin, but W. Berlin doesn’t 
have the right to send politicians to the 
federal government to make decisions. It’s 
a similar system to the U.S.: from each 
state they send a senator to the congress. 
West Berlin doesn’t have this right. And it’s 
also a military zone. We have 30,000 
soldiers, Americans, British, French! all 
divided into their respective sectors. And 
sometimes it’s really fucked up. In your 
neighborhood, you see them driving down 
the street standing in their jeep with a 
machine gun and pointing at you. They 




don’t shoot, but they play all kinds of head 
games. 

It’s like an occupied city then? 

Yeah, you don’t feel like it’s your city 
or anything. It’s a result of the second 
world war. The Americans have total pow¬ 
er, they can overturn the West Berlin gov¬ 
ernment and the police. When Ron Rea¬ 
gan came to West Berlin in 1982 and 
around 10,000 people were fighting back 
the cops in the street, the U.S. administra¬ 
tion was considering sending the military 
into the streets, and America has a "right" 
to do it, it’s a constitutional right. 

What are the origins of the autonomous 
movement? What are the struggles 
you’re fighting for? 

Uh, the origins of the autonomous 
movement are found in the beginning of 
the ’80s, they have their background in all 
sorts of social movements, like squatting, 
struggles against the N.A.T.O. runway in 
Frankfurt, against nuclear power, environ¬ 
mental destruction. The major goals of the 
movement, I would say, are struggling for 
self-determination, for a society without 
power, against capitalism, against im¬ 
perialism, fighting against states, and a 
really important part of the movement is 
fighting agairjst the patriarchy and sexist 
society. The autonomous movement isn’t 
like an organization. It’s many indepen¬ 
dent groups joining in, and of course they 
all have different experiences, they work 
on different projects, but the major things 
that unite autonomous groups together 
are the points of anti-statist, anti-capitalist, 
anti-imperialist, anti-patriarchy, and fighting 
for a totally self-determined society. It is 
also very international, supporting the 
liberation struggles in the 3 continents, the 
people in Azania (S. Africa), in Palestine, 
in El Salvador. And of course the move¬ 
ment is very critical of so-called "socialist" 
states such as Cuba. And when they 
support liberation struggles they support 
the peoples’ struggle, not just the party. 
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its day (if it ever had one). Informal networks of individuals, with similar 
objectives and proclivities, collectively coming together on projects when 
i possible and individually when collective projects do not seem to come to 
fruition, is seemingly the direction revolutionary theory and practice are 
forced to head. In this sense the intention is not to gain converts to the 
I religion of anarchism or communism, but to participate in concrete projects 
and from this actively intervene in concrete struggle. Practice as 
conceived of as a means by which to encourage individuals to join your 
i revolutionary clique is doing nothing to further the class struggle, but 
j continuing to foster a sense of false community. 

Similarly, ideology can easily creep its way into anarchism. Many 
anarchists have an almost automatic and dogmatic response to anything 
that is slightly Marxist or Marxian. Given that many perceive its history to 
be lodged in authoritarianism and manipulation this is somewhat 
understandable. Nonetheless it still behooves me that self-avowed 
freethinkers would allow themselves to merely react in an irrational way 
against anything even slightly Marxian influenced. After all the critique of 
capitalism starts largely with Marx's three volume book Capital. 

So with this in mind Gilles Dauve and Francois Martins' book the 
Eclipse and Re-Emeroence of the Communist Movement is an excellent 
introduction to the communist critique of capital and the state. The 
foreword (or as they call foreworld) entitled Out of the Future starts out 
with a new introduction, which helps situate the text within the context of 
late capitalism. The text itself was written in 1969 and 1972 and published 
in English by Black& Red in 1974. To quote the introduction "Capital has 
invaded all life, and determines the way we feed our cat, how we visit or 
bury our friends to such an extent that our objective can only be the social 
fabric, invisible, all-encompassing, impersonal... Our most vital need: 
J others, seems so close and so far at the same time... When a sizable 

1 minority fed up with virtual reality starts making possibilities real, 
revolution will rise again, terrible and anonymous". (13) This introduction 
is an excellent examination of capitalism and potential resistance in its late 
I phase. 

Much of the beginning is devoted to defining terms such as wage 
labor, commodities, capital, competition, crisis, proletariat and revolution, 
, etc. This serves as a useful contribution as it attempts to assess such 
| terms within the framework of negation. With this definition and negation, 
an analysis of the movement of communism is provided, which allows for a 
more dialectical approach. At times it appears as if this transcendence is 
tainted with an almost fixed ideal (which is perhaps due to the often 
mechanical theory of history Marx teetered on in many of his writings) to 
which communism is subject to, rather than an actual supersession of all 
fixed ideals within the context of struggle. It nonetheless makes for a 
i more balanced reading. The subheading entitled "Communism as a 
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Present Social Movement" does however help clarify this and situate 
communism within the present context. In this a penetrating critique is 
made of those who perceive communism as an ideal to be established 
after the revolution. They go on to cite examples such as squatting and 
rejection of assembly line work as concrete sites of struggle where the 
world is not merely rejected, but the whole of capital is questioned through 
the transformation of exchange value (viewed merely for it ability to be 
bought and sold) into use value (the object is made use of without 
ascribing any sort of monetary value). "Such movements will be forced to 
become conscious of their acts, to understand what they are doing, in 
order to do it better." (40) 

The second half of this book is an analysis of the class struggle, which 
was written soon after May 1968. In his introduction to this part Dauve 
notes that if this text were written today historical data would be different. 
Nonetheless it contains an insightful analysis of the role parties and unions 
play in recuperating the class struggle. Under the subheading reading 
"Forms of Action Which Cannot Be Recuperated: Sabotage and 
Downtiming" it is stated that; "Destructive acts are part of an attempt to 
destroy the mediation of wage labor as the only form of social community. 
In the silence of the proletariat, sabotage appears as the first stammer of 
human speech." (56) In other words, in the absence of collective refusal 
the individual reacts against his own alienation through acts of sabotage. 

This book complemented with Aufheben Journal from England, 
Undercurrent Journal from England (a more polemical variant of Aufheben 
though they are very similar), and an examination of this pamphlet all 
serve as useful introductions to anti-state communism. The pamphlet 
itself contains vague references to subjects I would have like to have seen 
expanded upon. The somewhat confusing references to production and 
consumption as well as the question of technology, are all subjects which 
could a have been expanded upon. At any rate, this book as well as 
anything taken at face value- including anarch/s/7> without a critical 
analysis can easily degenerate into dogma, but that is only if we let it. 

Through a critical theory of capital, the social relations it produces, and 
the state we can better understand how such operate, while struggling 
daily against capitalism and the state. This pamphlet is an important 
contribution to that project. __ _ 


(published by and available from: Antagonism Press c/o BM 
Makhno London WC1N 3XX Great Britain) 
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Thoughts on Black Blocs, 

and Introduction to "Interview with a West 
Berlin Autonomist" 

While black blocs have recently become a popular tactic amnnn 
anarchists at large demonstrations in the u.S. and Canada there is littip 
understanding of its origins. Black Blocs originate from the autonnmkr 

S cn U99l H S ' n manV parts of Western Europe (roughly) during the 1970s 
m. ana early •90s. The Intention underlying many of these moyemenK 
was to create autonomous spaces where individuals could eniov more 
reedom while seeking to overthrow capitalism as a whole contraTtmg 
this is a tendency among anarchists in the US who in an 

sa n mp rS n. anda f ble quest f0r communit Y< often end up reproducing the 
same alienating social interactions as the dominant society in their 
“scenes", subcultures, cliques, and "autonomous zones" 

It seems that some anarchists are now trying to reoroducp 

2E"5«' ar *i? milltaristic structures within black blocs, a recent issue 
of the Boston based "Barricada" zine (#7) printed "A Proposal to the Black 
Bloc from Within the Black Bloc: The Formation of a Tactical Facilitation 
Core written by the “Green Mountain Anarchist Collective". This poorlv 
written article proposes that Black Blocs at various demonstrations elect 

?acUcV n comm U /n S rt and 5? initV 9r ° Ups Within the b,oc t0 specialized 
tactical command positions such as "acute tactical facilifafnr mri 

general tactical facilitation core". While they claim that they “are not 

advocating the formalization of any authoritarian army structure" the 

“ST™ serious explanation as to now sucn tendenciesVuld 

be avoided. We suggest that anti-authoritarians oppose this proposal 

and any others that seek to impose militaristic structures on 

autonomous affinity groups and individuals. 

We also suggest that anarchists avoid fetishizing the Black Bloc 
tactic. While effective in certain situations, tne Slack Bloc tacdc land 
planned 'Days of Action' in generall in the current context are detached 
from any real revolutionary social movement. 

™ The following interview, reprinted from "Endless Struqqle #11 
1989 (no longer in print), highlights the struggle, in west "Berlin of 
individuals who indeed aspired to participate in a social movement’for 
revolutionary social change. Though having its shortcomings the 
autonomist movement offers many lessons for our conternporary 
struggles against the state and capital. p v 

. F ° r ™ ore information on the origins of the Black Bloc, check out 

i Bk 7 c I S!SLma'u- PYlan . Young entitled "tasking Up and the Black 
nn fhP P : ;r ttle h HlSt0rV m Green Anarch V # 5 - For more information 
on the autonomists in general, check out The Subversion of Politics 

furogean Autonomist Socialjvioveme nts and the Decolnnbafirm nr 
Everyday Life by George Katsiaficas, and Crackinq the ~Mnvempnr. 
i Squatting Beyond the Media hv Artiiimn a - — 
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